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Cartoon, “Trying, Very.” 19 March 1859 
(keywords: “Trying, Very”, history of the daguerreotype, history of photography.) 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

THE DAGUERREOTYPE: AN ARCHIVE OF SOURCE TEXTS, GRAPHICS, AND EPHEMERA 

The research archive of Gary W. Ewer regarding the history of the daguerreotype 

http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org 

EWER ARCHIVE P8590002 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Published in: 

Harper’s Weekly: a Journal of Civilization (New York) 3:116 (19 March 1859): 192. 

 

 

 
 

TRYING, VERY. 
DAGUERRE IAN  AR TIS T,  “Now, sir, be so good as to fix your Eyes on that 

Painting, and assume a pleasing expression of Countenance.” 
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[End of text.] 

 

The graphic is also available in JPG format: 

http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/graphics/P8590002_TRYING_CARTOON_HARPERS_1859-03-19.php 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 

While the purpose of the cartoon is humor, the visual content is also instructive. Note the 

use of the dark-cloth over the camera lens which will be removed when the sitter is 

composed. 
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Original spelling/punctuation/grammar generally maintained without correction. Any in-text corrections 

are bracketed. 
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copyright. 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 

information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 

document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 

indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 

found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 

this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 

safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 

chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 

without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 

those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 

that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 

truthfulness to the original text. 
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