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THE DAGUERROTYPE.—The first exhibition of this machine in London took place 

Sept. 13. M. De St. Croix, a French gentleman, performed the operation with great 

dexterity and complete success. The house in which he exhibited the performance is 

situate close to the Regent Circus, Piccadilly, and having a view of part of Regent street 

and the Circus. This view he proposed to represent to the spectators. He first took a sheet 

of copper, plated with silver, which he washed carefully in a solution of nitric acid, which 

removes from it all the extraneous matters on its surface. A slight degree of friction is 

requisite in this process, but it must not be applied always in the same direction. When 

the sheet is thus prepared, it is placed in a closed box and exposed to the vapor of iodine 

for fully ten minutes, the room being kept quite dark. A thin coating, of a yellow color, is 

thus formed on the surface of the sheet. The sheet, when covered with this substance, is 

of the most excessive sensibility to light, and is thus ready for the camera obscura. M. De 

St. Croix ascertained the exact point at which the sheet should be placed, and having 

done that by means of a mirror from which the objects were reflected, he placed the sheet 

in the camera obscura, where it remained for fifteen minutes. When taken out it was quite 

dark—not indeed a vestige of the street or houses could be distinguished till it was 

exposed to the vapor of mercury heated to about 180 or 200 degrees of Fahrenheit. He 

then washed it with a solution of the hyposulphate of soda, the solution attacking the 

parts upon which the light could not act, and respecting the light parts, being the reverse 

of the action of the mercury. He next washed the sheet with distilled water, and the 

image, though the day was rather cloudy, exhibited the most perfect likeness of the 

houses, the street, and the blue sky. The operation altogether occupied nearly an hour, but 

it can be performed in much less time. 

 

 
[End of text.] 

———————————————————————————————————————————— 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 

The editor is informed by R. Derek Wood that this text (less the first sentence) is from Sun 

(London) (13 September 1839): 2. 

Additional information regarding St. Croix can be found on R. Derek Wood’s 

informative web site, Midley Essays on the History of Early Photography.1 
 

1. http://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20100311230213/http://www.midley.co.uk/ 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 

information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 

document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 

indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 

found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 

this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 

safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 

chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 

without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 

those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 

that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 

truthfulness to the original text. 
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