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Letter from Madame Daguerre.
The following interesting note was written by the widow of the celebrated Daguerre
to Messrs. Meade & Co., of this city;—
M ESSIEURS :—I will not longer delay expressing how deeply affected I was by your
kind and sympathizing letter you wrote me, on the mournful bereavement I have
experienced by the death of M. Daguerre, my husband. Indeed, if anything could console
me, and lessen my regret, it would be the marks of sympathy that have been shown me,
not only in France, but in every country where M. Daguerre’s name, talents, and
discoveries are known. It is a painful, but a soothing pleasure to his widow, to know that
the Daguerrean artists in America have shown their respect for his memory, in wearing
crape for him during several days; and I beg you to express my sincere thanks to all those
who have thus acted, particularly to the Society of Artists at New York, as I have myself
done here to the Society des Beaux-Arts, of which M. Daguerre was a member, and who
intend, as probably you already know, opening a subscription among the artists and
persons who are employed in the Daguerreotype, for the erection of a monument to M.
Daguerre’s memory, in the cemetery of Petit Bry-sur-Marne, where my husband resided,
and where he breathed his last, the 10th of July, 1851.
I should have desired to offer you an autograph of M. Daguerre, be he scarcely wrote
by himself, and I can only forward as autograph his simple signature on printed pieces. I
will send you one if you wish it unless I should find a more interesting writing. I do not
posses the lithograph you mention, and it would indeed be a great treasure to me to have
one, and for which kind attention allow me at once to express my most grateful thanks. I
remain, sirs, yours very truly,
F. DAGUERRE.
B RY - SUR -M ARNE , 16th of Sept., 1851

[End of text.]
————————————————————————————————————————————

EDITOR’S NOTES:
Notice of the New York daguerreotypists wearing crepe on the left arm appears in two
1
texts: “Respect for Daguerre,” New-York Daily Tribune 11:3214 (6 August 1851): 4; “At a
Large and Enthusiastic Meeting,” New-York Daily Tribune 11:3217 (9 August 1851): n.p.
2
(first page of issue).
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Madam Daguerre’s letter also appears in Photographic Art-Journal (New York) 2:5
(November 1851): 318. In the latter, the initial for Madam Daguerre is provided as “D.”,
and the date is erroneously stated as “16th Oct.”
1. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/N8510032_RESPECT_NYDTRIB_1851-09-06.pdf
2. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/N8510034_MOURNING_NYD-TRIB_1851-08-09.pdf
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.
The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.
The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.
The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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