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Published in: 

New-York Times 38:11,824 (22 July 1889):4. The article appears under the header, “Art 

Notes.” 

 

 

A fine portrait of Louis Jacques Mande Daguerre, to whom our immediate forbears 

owe much for perpetuating their features in the daguerreotype, is printed in the August 

Harper’s Monthly. It is a fact that sculptors and painters find the daguerreotype better to 

work from than the photograph, for the discarded daguerreotype registered far better the 

true modeling of the face. The photograph, on the other hand, though of great assistance 

to portrait painters from the life, because by its aid they can seize a fine pose and an 

expression which may vanish in a few moments beyond recall, is a dangerous reed to lean 

on. Hardly one portrait painter in a dozen is able to allow for the faulty modeling in 

photographs produced by matters of focusing. If the focus is good for one plane of the 

face, it is a little faulty for another. Mr. Champney, the painter, writes the letterpress on 

“Fifty Years of Photography,” for which Mr. Kruell has engraved the daguerreotype of 

Daguerre. The original is owned by Mr. Abraham Bogardus, the photographer. 

 

 
[End of text.] 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 

The article reference by the writer is J. Wells Champney, "Fifty Years of Photography," 

Harper's New Monthly Magazine 79:471 (August 1889): 357–366. 
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The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 

information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 

document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 

indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 

found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 

this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 

safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 

chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 

without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 

those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 

that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 

truthfulness to the original text. 
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