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        AN OLD DAGUERREOTYPE. 
                      ————— 
Two clear, grave eyes, that wondering look 
From some forgotten long ago; 
A childish face that cannot know 
The secrets hidden in the book 
Of future years, 
The care and toil, the busy strife, 
The joys that jewel every life, 
The tears. 
 
From that lost time — from childhood-land — 
The wistful, speaking, hazel eyes 
Look out as on unclouded skies; 
Where glowing hopes rise hand in hand, 
And sunshine streams 
Along the path of breaking day, 
While all the shadows fade away, 
Like dreams. 
 
Thus kept by art’s all-saving grace 
Peeps from a distant hazy nook 
Of time gone by this sunny look 
Upon a young, untroubled face, 
That holds within 
The boyish eyes, those limpid springs — 
No taint of earth or earthly things, 
No sin.                            ERNEST MCGAFFEY. 
 
 
[End of text.] 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 
EDITOR’S NOTES: 
The poem also appears in Ernest McGaffey, Poems (New York: Dodd, Mead and 
Company, 1896): 96–97. A few writings of McGaffey are available on Google Books. 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 
without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 
truthfulness to the original text. 
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