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There is a young gentleman of this city, by the name of Robert Cornelius, one of the 
firm of the well known house of Cornelius, Son & Co., who has more genius than he yet 
supposes himself to possess. As a designer in the way of his profession, he has no equal; 
as a ventriloquist—but here we are getting into private life:—as a Daguerreotypist his 
specimens are the best that have yet been seen in this country, and we speak this with a 
full knowledge of the specimens shown here by Mr. Gouraud, purporting to be, and no 
doubt truly, by Daguerre himself. We have seen many specimens by young Cornelius, 
and we pronounce them unsurpassable—they must be seen to be appreciated. Catching a 
shadow is a thing no more to be laughed at. Mr. Cornelius, in one matter, has outstripped 
the great master of the art, a thing, by the way, peculiar to our countrymen; he has 
succeeded in etching his designs onto the plate, from which they cannot be removed by 
any effort. A few more experiments in this way, and we shall do without engravers—
those very expensive gentlemen.  
 
 
[End of text.] 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 
EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Additional information regarding Cornelius is found in William F Stapp, Robert Cornelius, 
Portraits from the Dawn of Photography (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 
1983). 
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The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 
without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 
truthfulness to the original text. 
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