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HAWKIN’S [Hawkins—ed.] DAGUERRE PICTURES. 
We have lately visited Mr. Hawkin’s Daguerreotype Rooms, Fifth st. No. 132, 

between Vine and Race, and have witnessed the ease and truthfulness of his taking 
miniatures, and pronounce the art as practiced by him worthy of all commendation. It is a 
most pleasing and wonderful performance, and astonishes one to see with what 
expedition and beauty the exact features of the person are set upon the plates. He has a 
great number of specimens, and the striking likeness of the person represented makes one 
almost suppose he is looking upon the real object instead of the picture. Among his best 
miniatures we noticed one of Mrs. Nichols, one, also, of his Honor, the Mayor, but the 
one more particularly attractive was that of a sweet little girl. There is no conveying an 
idea on paper of the sweet little creature’s form and expression, and one must witness it 
to be fully apprised of its beauty. Every variety of age may be seen, which shows that the 
art is universal, in fact Mr. Hawkin’s can take the exact likeness of any substance, and 
there are many who will not fail to take advantage of this to preserve beloved objects 
other than the “human face divine.” It should not be overlooked, that the miniatures and 
pictures are colored, which makes them so much more variable. Miniatures are taken at 
all times cloudy as well as clear days, the only difference being the time of sitting is 
prolonged in a few seconds in a cloudy day. We hope our citizens will look in, those who 
have not, and then get a likeness taken, as nothing can be more pretty or useful.—Cin. 
Com. 
 
[End of text.] 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
EDITOR’S NOTES: 
“Mrs. Nichols” is undoubtedly Rebecca S. Nichols, a noted author of Cincinnati. See also 
the poem “The Daguerreotype / Inscribed to E. C. Hawkins” in Rebecca S. Nichols, Songs 
of the Heart and the Hearth-Stone (Philadelphia: Thomas, Cowperthwait & Co., 1851): 
106-7. A portrait of Nichols, engraved by Sartain from a daguerreotype by Hawkins, 
serves as the frontispiece portrait for the volume.1
 
1. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/B8510002_NICHOLS_HEARTH-STONE_1851.pdf
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Prepared from: imaged original text from American Antiquarian Society Historical Periodicals 
Collection: Series 3 (1838-1852) (Subscription required; available at higher learning institutions.) 

Original spelling/punctuation/grammar generally maintained without correction. Any in-text corrections 
are bracketed. 

The source text is Public Domain and may be freely quoted. As noted below, this document is 
copyright. 

If citing directly from this document, please reference the Ewer Archive number and provide the 
following citation credit: 

Gary W. Ewer, ed., The Daguerreotype: an Archive of Source Texts, Graphics, and Ephemera, 
http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org 

 
THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 
without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 
truthfulness to the original text. 
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