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Under the genius of American industry and skill, the Daguerrean process has been
improved to a degree that would surprise even the discoverer himself; and we are candid
in saying that in our opinion no single man has contributed more to this improvement that
our fellow townsman, Mr. Gurney; a gentleman who has been identified with that
beautiful art almost from its discovery. Mr. Gurney has heretofore had his rooms
exclusively at No. 189 Broadway, where he has won for himself a name, a fame, and we
hope a fortune; but in consideration of the increased demands upon his skill, he has
recently taken additional and extensive rooms at 349 Broadway, which have been most
admirably arranged and adapted to the purposes intended. The reception-room is,
properly speaking, a magnificently-furnished gallery of pictures, comprising several
hundred of the finest specimens of Daguerrean art; and the operation rooms, three in
number, have all be adapted, at great expense, to the object of securing the best
arrangement of light and shade for artistic effect and rapidity of execution in all
conditions of the atmosphere. Of the style of Mr. Gurney’s pictures it is hardly necessary
to speak; the pictures speak for themselves, and have won for the successful artist an
extensive business and an enviable name.

[End of text.]

EDITOR’S NOTES:

A wood engraving of the interior of Gurney’s gallery at 349 Broadway is provided in
“Gurney’s Daguerrean Rooms,” lllustrated News (New York) 2:46 (12 November 1853):
277. A wood engraving of the gallery exterior is seen in A. D. Jones, The lllustrated
American Biography: containing Correct Portraits and Brief Notices of the Principal Actors
in American History ["New York" variant edition] (New York: J. Milton Emerson & Co.
1854): 86.

1. http://www.daguerre.org/resource/gurney/gurntext.html
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Prepared from: imaged original text from Google Books.
(http://books.google.com/books?id=VeQRAAAAYAAJ)
Original spelling/punctuation/grammar generally maintained without correction. Any in-text
corrections are bracketed.
The source text is Public Domain and may be freely quoted. As noted below, this document is
copyright.
If citing directly from this document, please reference the Ewer Archive number and provide the
following citation credit:
Gary W. Ewer, ed., The Daguerreotype: an Archive of Source Texts, Graphics, and Ephemera,
http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org

THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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